
 



 
groups and schools. Sophie noted that WBKA offered a swarm collection service to residents 
in its area and that the Association was gearing up to prepare for Asian Hornet incursions. 

iii.  Sophie highlighted the importance WBKA placed on encouraging its existing beekeepers to 
  develop their skills through courses, talks and attending their branch apiaries, the  
  improvement of which was on-going. She congratulated all members who had passed exams 
  during the season. She also mentioned the introductory beginners courses for potential  
  beekeepers offered by the branches. 
iv. Sophie thanked the Chairs and Committees of the four branches for galvanising their  
  members; President Chris Rawlings; Secretary Amanda Leworthy; Trustee David Newell for 
  representing the charity at the BBKA and SWBKF, and for his assistance with procedural  
  matters. Sophie offered special thanks to Ceri Gosling, Treasurer, and Richard Oliver,  
  Education Officer, who were both standing down, for their support and hard work.  
8. Treasurer’s Report – Ceri Gosling 
i. Ceri had circulated his report before the meeting. Ceri reflected on his time as County 

Treasurer and concluded that although the branches were all run slightly differently, their 
accounts showed that in essence the branch committees shared the same objectives in key 
areas such as welcoming new members, developing beekeeping skills and improving the 
branch apiaries. Ceri encouraged the branches to continue applying for funds from the 
central County funds to make their clubs better places. He highlighted the central role WBKA 
had to play in educating everyone about Asian hornets and coordinating the County’s 
response to the threat they presented. 

ii. Frank Lenert raised some points: 
 Frank’s understanding was that a local member who had paid Gift Aid should be given 

access to the WBKA accounts before the meeting. Ceri confirmed that local members could 
not see the County accounts before they were published following approval at the AGM. 

 Frank observed that the amount raised from Gift Aid demonstrated that conversion to a 
charity had been worthwhile. 

 Frank asked if there was budget forecast for 2023-2024. Ceri said this had not been done. 
 Frank asked about the County’s reserves. Ceri confirmed that the amount in the general 

reserve would allow the charity to run for 12 months without any income and pointed out 
that the Charity Commission would take action if the reserves went much over this. 

iii. David Raines proposed a vote of thanks for Ceri and Sophie thanked Ceri for his hard work 
keeping the accounts in order. 

iv. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report and approval of the Accounts 
Proposed by Jeremy Tyler, seconded by Richard Oliver 
Carried 55 in favour, 0 against, 5 abstentions 

9. WBKA Constitution 
i. Proposal to amend Section 11 

Sophie read out the proposed new wording for clause 11(1), third sentence: 
The AGM must receive the annual statement of accounts (duly audited or examined where 
applicable) and the trustees’ annual report, and must elect the Chair, Treasurer and 
Secretary as ex-officio trustees and the President as required under clause 13. 
Acceptance of the amendment to Section 11 of the WBKA Constitution 
Proposed by Rachael Banyard, seconded by Elaine Lewis 
Carried 53 in favour, 0 against, 7 abstentions 
 



ii. Proposal to amend Section 16 
Sophie read out the proposed new wording for the second sentence: 
Any person who retires as a charity trustee by rotation or by giving notice to the CIO is 
eligible for reappointment. A charity trustee who has served for five consecutive years or 
more may not be reappointed for a further consecutive term but may be reappointed after 
an interval of at least one year. 
Acceptance of the amendment to Section 16 of the WBKA Constitution 
Proposed by Anthony Alleyne, seconded by Alison Daniels 
Carried 52 in favour, 0 against, 6 abstentions 

10. Election of the Treasurer 
Appointment of Gloria Pilz as WBKA Treasurer. 
Proposed by David Raines , seconded by Tom Kenyon 
Carried 57 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention 
Sophie welcomed Gloria to her new role in the team. 
11. Any Other Business 
Tom Kenyon asked if there would be a standardised plan to combat the emerging Asian hornet 
threat. Richard Oliver said that the BBKA would have a plan. Stephen Auty made the point that lots 
of volunteers would be needed to carry out the plan. 
 
Sophie thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 19.50. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 AGM 2024 ATTENDEES    AGM 2024 VIA ZOOM  

 Voting Members Branch   

Voting 
Members   Branch 

1 Anthony Alleyne Melksham  1 Stan Anniss Kennet 
2 Stephen Auty Melksham  2 Claire Ashley Kennet 
3 Tony Awdry Melksham  3 Tim Bullock Swindon 
4 Rachael Banyard Kennet  4 Sara Bye Melksham 
5 Ed Behan Melksham  5 Gren Carr-Jones W Wilts 
6 Sophie Butcher Kennet  6 Dick Church Kennet 
7 Robert Carpenter Turner Kennet  7 Samuel Cooper W Wilts 
8 Peter Corbett W Wilts  8 Liz Gwinnell W Wilts 
9 Alison Daniels Melksham  9 Clive Harris Swindon 

10 Chris Exton Melksham  10 Karen Howard W Wilts 
11 Lisa  Gates Kennet  11 Penelope Hunter Kennet 
12 Ceri Gosling Kennet  12 Fran Kimpton Kennet 
13 Gary Henstridge Kennet  13 Bob Lytton Kennet 
14 Alan Hepper W Wilts  14 Nawila Malama W Wilts 
15 Ray Josey Kennet  15 Paul Malama W Wilts 
16 Tom Kenyon W Wilts  16 Nicola Perrett Swindon 
17 Frank Lenert W Wilts  17 Larry Phipps Melksham 
18 Elaine Lewis Kennet  18 Den Pictor W Wilts 
19 Amanda Leworthy W Wilts  19 Mark Preece Melksham 
20 Peter May Kennet  20 Barry Roberts Swindon 
21 Gerren Mayne W Wilts  21 Venetia Stoneham Kennet 
22 Sonia Meadows Kennet  22 Peter Wise Melksham 
23 David  Newell W Wilts      
24 Richard Oliver Kennet   Other Attendees 
25 Larry Parker Kennet   Sally Wadsworth Kennet 
26 Jeremy Percy Kennet      
27 Gloria Pilz W Wilts   TIME NUMBER ON ZOOM 
28 Gary Potton Melksham   19.00 20 
29 David  Raines W Wilts   19.13 21 
30 Peter Stanley Kennet   19.31 22 
31 Barney Stephens Kennet   19.43 21 
32 Jeremy Tyler Melksham      
33 Sarah Watts Kennet      
34 Andrea Waylen Kennet      
35 Peter West Melksham      
36 Brian Wilson Melksham      
37 Stephen Wright Kennet      
38 Danny Young W Wilts      
         

 Other Attendees        

 Chris Rawlings W Wilts      

 Luke Whyatt BBKA      
 



APPENDIX 2 

 AGM 2024 APOLOGIES 
 Member 

1 Judith Brailli 
2 Derek Bull 
3 Wendy Burgess 
4 Lucie Castleman 
5 Ruth Chettleburgh 
6 Caroline Davy 
7 Doug Deas 
8 Bede Etherington 
9 Mark Fife 

10 Terri Fosker 
11 Simon Griffiths 
12 Lucy Handscombe 
13 Roy Harris 
14 Simon Henstock 
15 Kathy Hobson 
16 Molly Hopkins 
17 Charles Jenkins 
18 Matt Laker 
19 Cathy Lawrence 
20 Rachel Leese 
21 Paul Longley 
22 Elaine Mairis 
23 Ken Meek 
24 Tony Moore 
25 Emma Morley 
26 Melani Oliver 
27 Karen Parker 
28 Ian Pocock 
29 Alan Ridout 
30 Robert Sharman 
31 Frances Shires 
32 Alexandra Sparke 
33 Gordon Steel 
34 Tania Stevenson 
35 Shirley Stone 
36 Colin Tagg 
37 Elaine Tavner 
38 Peter Walker 
39 Peter Walker 
40 Bernadette Watson 
41 Ruth Watt 
42 Donald Watt 
43 Sherree Westwood 
44 Mary Wilcox 

   



APPENDIX 3 

AGM 2024 Voting Summary      
*POST MEETING NOTE      
To account for internet issues, the number of Zoom voters on line was recorded before each vote. 

       
RESOLUTION DETAIL      
Vote 1 Acceptance of the draft minutes of the AGM on 31 Jan 2023 as an accurate 

 record of the meeting 
Proposed by Robert Carpenter Turner  Seconded by Tony Awdry   

     In person Zoom Total 
Votes in Person 38  For 36 15 51 
Votes on Zoom* 20  Against 0 0 0 
TOTAL 58  Abstentions 2 5 7 

   Total 38 20 58 

       

Vote 2 
Acceptance of Treasurer's 
Report     

Proposed by Jeremy Tyler  Seconded by 
Richard 
Oliver   

     In person Zoom Total 
Votes in Person 38  For 38 17 55 
Votes on Zoom* 22  Against 0 0 0 
TOTAL 60  Abstentions 0 5 5 

   Total 38 22 60 

       
Vote 3 Acceptance of the amendment to Section 11 of the WBKA Constitution 
Proposed by Rachael Banyard  Seconded by Elaine Lewis   

     In person Zoom Total 
Votes in Person 38  For 37 16 53 
Votes on Zoom* 22  Against 0 0 0 
TOTAL 60  Abstentions 1 6 7 

   Total 38 22 60 

       
Vote 4 Acceptance of the amendment to Section 16 of the WBKA Constitution 

Proposed by Anthony Alleyne  Seconded by 
Alison 

Daniels   

     In person Zoom Total 
Votes in Person 38  For 35 17 52 
Votes on Zoom* 21  Against 0 0 0 
TOTAL 59  Abstentions 2 4 6 

   Total 37 21 58 

       
Vote 5 Appointment of Gloria Pilz (WW) as WBKA Treasurer   
Proposed by David Raines  Seconded by Tom Kenyon   

     In person Zoom Total 
Votes in Person 38  For 37 20 57 
Votes on Zoom* 20  Against 0 0 0 
TOTAL 58  Abstentions 1 0 1 

   Total 38 20 58 
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APPENDIX 6 

ITEM 9: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE WBKA CONSTITUTION 

9.i Proposal to amend Section 11 
Current wording: 

 

Proposed changes: 
In Section 11, clause 11(1), third sentence:  
delete ‘General Secretary’ and substitute ‘Secretary’, then insert ‘and’ before ‘the President’, then delete ‘and the 
Vice-Chair’. 
 
New wording: 
The AGM must receive the annual statement of accounts (duly audited or examined where applicable) and 
the trustees’ annual report, and must elect the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary as ex-officio trustees and the 
President as required under clause 13. 
 
9.ii Proposal to amend Section 16 
Current wording: 

 
Proposed changes: 
In Section 16, second sentence: 
delete ‘two consecutive terms’ and substitute ‘five consecutive years or more’, then delete ‘a third consecutive 
term’ and substitute ‘a further consecutive term’. 
 
New wording: 
Any person who retires as a charity trustee by rotation or by giving notice to the CIO is eligible for 
reappointment. A charity trustee who has served for five consecutive years or more may not be 
reappointed for a further consecutive term but may be reappointed after an interval of at least one year. 
 


